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Federal, county and local offi-
cials marked today’s 50th anni-
versary of the landmark Brown v.
:Board of Education Supreme
Court decision by presenting $2
miliion in federn] funding for Im-
provements to the historic Michi-
gan Avenue Preservation Distriet

However, it may be a while be-
ic distriet — if at all

The $2 million — which was
: secured by Rep. Juck F. Quinn, R-
i Hamburg, and Rep, Louise M.
Siaughter, D-Fairpost — is coming
from the House of Representa-
sit bill. Another version of the hill
also passed in the Senate, but nel-
. ther version has been passed on
i to President Rush, who opposes
| the bills.

Slaoghter acknowledged the
holdup.

“All money is stalled.” Slangh-
ter said, “This bill has passed both
houses, but we may not send it to
the White House until after the
election”

Officials catne out Monday to
the Colored Musicians Club, &
| landmark in the historic district,
¢ to announce the $2 million grant.

I released, the money would pay

for infrastructure apd other im-
| provements for the historie dis-
trict, which is bounded by Broad-
‘way, Nash, Willlern and Elm
streets. Planned improvements
include trees and landacaping,
new signs, pedestrian lghting
and sidewslks.

City officials hope to have the
improvements completed hy the
time the NAACT holds its annual
convention here in October 2005,
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“We want to have this area be
a showease,” said Tim Wanama-
ker, exeeutive director for the
aty’s Office of Strategle Planning,

Having the convention here is
of significant importance hecause
the Niagara Movement — the
forerunner of the National Associ-
ation for the Advancement of Col-
ored People — was planned here.

Headed hy W.EB. DuBais, the
Niagara Movement was founded

. in 1905 and developed a plan to

ohtain equal cconomic and edu-
cational opportunities and eud
segregation. The movement
evolved into the NAACP in 1909,
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Rep. Louise Staughter signs a check steadicd by, from left, Vinice Ciark, a representative ot e o
F, Quinn; Mayor Anthony M, Masielio; and Deputy Cotinty Executive Carl J. Calnbrese.

- Michigan Avenue historic district
in line for $2 million in federal funds

1t was in Michigan Strect Bap-
tist Church where the Niagara
Movement was planned. In addi-
Hion, both Frederick Douglass and
Booker T. Washington spoke
there,

Jazz greats such as Ella Fite
gerald, Dizzy Gillespie, Duke El-
lingten, Billie Holiday and Lena
Horne also performed in the Col-
ored Musicians Club on Broad-
way.

News Washington Bureau Chief
Douglas Turner congributed to thiy
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